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PRESS RELEASE 

Welsh Government renews commitment to eliminate hepatitis C 
with support from health organisations 

 

MAIDENHEAD, Dec. 07, 2017 – AbbVie is sponsoring a roundtable meeting, Chaired by The Hepatitis 

C Trust and sponsored by Ynys Môn Assembly Member, Rhun ap Iorwerth, to consider how the NHS 

in Wales can be supported to meet the Government’s commitment to eliminating hepatitis C as a 

major public health threat in Wales by 2030.1 The meeting will bring together a range of 

stakeholders to identify the barriers and opportunities to implementing a new hepatitis framework, 

published in October by the Welsh Government.2  The framework aims to prevent the transmission 

of hepatitis C (HCV) through identifying, testing and treating people currently infected with HCV and 

those who are engaged in behaviours likely to lead to further transmission of the virus. Included 

within the framework is a focus on effective and sustained community outreach services to engage 

people not already in contact with services.    

“Despite being a preventable and now curable condition, hepatitis C has remained a challenge for us 

to eliminate in many communities including some of the most vulnerable members of society, such 

as those affected by homelessness, substance misuse, and people from countries where the virus is 

highly prevalent”, said Dr Brendan Healy, Consultant in Infectious Diseases & Microbiology at the 

University Hospital of Wales and blood-borne virus lead for Wales, who contributed to the drafting 

of the new framework.  

“Treating people in all of these communities is not only good for them but also good for the 

population as a whole because it reduces the burden on the healthcare system and it decreases the 

chances of people in Wales becoming infected (regardless of which part of society they inhabit).  The 

programme in Wales is ambitious and well respected because of its success to date in eradicating 

hepatitis C from many individuals. There’s still a lot more that needs to be done though, including 

securing more support and funding, to make sure we’re reaching those who remain undiagnosed 

and preventing the virus from spreading to others.” 

It is estimated that 12,000 people in Wales are chronically infected with hepatitis C3 - a curable 

blood-borne virus that can cause fatal liver damage and cancer if left untreated.4 Wales is among the 

most highly affected regions in the UK.1 Latest Public Health Wales figures suggest there has been an 

increase in recent transmission of hepatitis C among people who inject drugs in Wales; particularly 

among younger populations injecting amphetamines that do not have a long-term history of drug 

misuse.5 Others thought to be at risk include migrant populations (in particular South Asian and 

Eastern European communities), men who have sex with men, prisoners, and homeless people.6  

Speaking at the meeting, Charles Gore, Chief Executive, The Hepatitis C Trust said: “The relatively 

recent introduction of direct acting anti-viral drugs provides the opportunity, which is so rare in 

public health, to actually eliminate the virus as a major public health threat.  

“Wales has the opportunity to lead the way by implementing its framework, which is dedicated to 

attaining the World Health Organization’s target for eliminating the virus. With a highly motivated 

and experienced clinical community, and a host of organisations committed to the task, Wales is 

well-placed to deliver against its ambition.”  
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The Blood Borne Virus Service led by Dr Healy and his team at the University Hospital of Wales is 

providing outreach support in the Cardiff & Vale community that they hope to see rolled out across 

Wales. The service offers ‘one stop shops’ for assessment, diagnosis, liver surveillance and treatment 

of hepatitis C. These also include drop-in clinics for information, testing and advice.  

About AbbVie 

AbbVie is a global, research-driven biopharmaceutical company committed to developing innovative 

advanced therapies for some of the world’s most complex and critical conditions. The company’s 

mission is to use its expertise, dedicated people and unique approach to innovation to markedly 

improve treatments across four primary therapeutic areas: immunology, oncology, virology and 

neuroscience.  In more than 75 countries, AbbVie employees are working every day to advance 

health solutions for people around the world. For more information about AbbVie, please visit us at 

www.abbvie.co.uk and on Twitter @abbvieuk.  

 

About The Hepatitis C Trust 

The Hepatitis C Trust is the national UK charity for hepatitis C. It is committed to eliminating 

hepatitis C as a major public health threat, by 2030, and it provides information, support and 

representation for all those affected by the disease. Started by patients, almost all of its governing 

Board of Trustees, paid staff and volunteers are patients. www.hepctrust.org.uk Helpline: 0845 223 

4424 
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Jasmin Dent, Aurora Communications    Sarah Beck, AbbVie 
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